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THE INTERNATIONAL PRESS CONFERENCE 

For the first time ever, the Cathedral International Model United Nations held a Press 

Conference on the evening of the second day. The Executive Board was put directly under the 

crosshairs of the International Press Corps. Finally, they would be held answerable for their 

committees' failures, and given commendations for their committees' successes. 

The Executive Board handled the questions well, for the most part, but there were some who 

thought it valid to undermine the power of the International Press Corps. Here is a detailed 

report of the many lies, excuses, and displays of great responsibility that were seen in the 

International Press Conference. 

To open, the Chairs of UNCAS were invited to the hotseat—Chair Arjun Kapur and Co-chair 

Manasi Yadav. Their first question was asked by the Chair of the World Health Organization, 

Mahika Mukherjee. She revealed that one of her delegates was asking for laptops in her 

committee, because chair Arjun Kapur allowed laptops in his, during a moderated caucus. 

She asked if he was aware that his violations of rules of procedure were affecting other 

committees. Her question was met with loud applause from the Executive Board. 

When the questions were opened for the press, the news anchor of the New York Times asked 

him about a pledge to reduce the human population by 20% per year. "First of all, that's mass 

murder," said the news anchor. Of course, the chair had meant reduction of population 

growth, but even China couldn't do that after implementing the one-child policy. The news 

anchor asked him about this. The Chair said that it was passed by the required majority, and 

there was nothing he could do about it, but that he had faith in all the countries to implement 

the policies to the best of their abilities. 

Then came the question everybody was waiting for—regarding his violations of rules of 

procedure. Everyone had heard about it, throughout the conference. A journalist from the 

Baltic Times asked him the difficult questions. He asked about an unmoderated caucus that 

he held during tea time. Co-chair Manasi Yadav warned him against it, but he still held the 

caucus. The journalist asked him about it. In return, he contested the journalist's credentials. 

"How many MUNs have you attended?" he asked. That doesn't matter, Mr. Kapur, you held 

the caucus. That is not allowed at CIMUN 2019, no matter how many prior MUNs you have 

attended. When asked about the usage of Hindi in the committee, he said it was during an 

unmoderated caucus, to a very young delegate, for clarification. Why is it then, that a 

journalist and a news anchor of the New York Times distinctly remembers a moderated 

caucus, a delegate of average age, and orders being given to the delegate? 



 

 

The Chair of the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime, Saloni Hariyani also cause 

controversy by actively stating that she wanted to disrupt committee. Her own committee. 

When asked about a racial comment she passed in the middle of a presidential statement of 

the United States, she said she was "trying to disrupt the committee to see how they would 

handle it." Then, when asked about a comment she made in the United Nations Human 

Rights Council about being in committee only to sleep, she said she was trying to disrupt that 

committee as well. Quite the disruptive influence, Ms. Hariyani. 

The Chief Justice of India, chairing the Supreme Court, Rajendra Mehta, handled the 

question of a journalist of the Daily Express with extreme competency. When asked about the 

real-life relevancy of his crisis, he not only showed how it was relevant, but also found a way 

to include his own opinion on the matter without sounding biased or unprofessional. Well 

played, Mr. Mehta. You have a long way to go. 

The Chair of the World Health Organization, Mahika Mukherjee, was asked about her 

involvement in committee as the delegate of Uganda. "Was it really necessary?" asked a 

journalist of a Baltic Times. She said it was necessary, but only in a very minute form. She 

had faith in the delegates, but they were struggling with technicalities, and even confidence. 

She showed the delegates that it is alright to speak your mind, and soon enough, the delegates 

passed a draft resolution. Ms. Mukherjee's faith in her delegates must be applauded. 

As one may divine, the Executive Board was a mixed bag of nervousness in the face of the 

Press, staggering competency, and everything in between. The International Press Corps does 

not wish to put the Chairs down, but it wants to set standards of debate. The Chairs that were 

called out last night must not be disheartened. Their mistakes have been exposed. It is time to 

grow, and to work on these mistakes. Learn from those who handled these questions well. 

The Press did not show any leniency to any committee, and yet some Chairs emerged on the 

top. 

No matter how high up on the ladder of competency you are, there is always a higher rung. 

As it is rightly said by Helmut Schmidt, "The biggest room in the world is the room for 

improvement."  


